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The zakat of the animals is collected by special collectors
called scfi (plural sucat). The zakat of non-apparent prop-
erty, on the other hand, is disbursed by the owners them-
selves directly to the zakat beneficiaries, unless the non-
apparent property has become " apparent" by being taken
out of the cities into the country, in which case their zakat
may no more be disbursed by the owners themselves to the
benefiparies but must be paid to the public collectors sta-
tioned on the highways, the 'ashirs, who have equal jurisdic-
tion over both apparent and non-apparent property which
passes under their inspection.

The right of the state itself to collect the zakat in order
later to disburse it to its lawful beneficiaries, according to
the Hanifite doctors, is based on the protection (himayah)
afforded by the state to the property. In the case of ani-
mals, state protection is needed all the time and therefore
their zakat must be always paid to the collector. As re-
gards articles of trade and other non-apparent property,
"when the Moslem takes his stock of trade out into the
country he needs the protection of the imam and therefore
the latter has the right to collect the zakat from him JT.1

According to al-Mawardi,2 the jurisdiction of the col-
lector of sadaqdh taxes (wali al-sadaqa), although he ac-
cepts the zakat of " non-apparent" property when the prop-
erty owners pay it to him of their own accord, and assists
them in setting it apart, is limited to the zakat of apparent
property which the property owners are ordered to pay him.
There are two views concerning the meaning of this order,
if it is issued justly. One view is that the order constitutes
for the property owners a wajib obligation and that there-
fore they may not themselves pay the zakat directly to the

1 Mabsiit, p. 199.

2 Mawardi, pp. 195, 196.